
 
 
Christ, the Cornerstone: Rejection or Worship? –                    11.30.2025 
Main passages: 1 Peter 2:4-8 
 
1. The Rock: Jesus Christ (v 4, 6-8) 

• Peter is quoting Isaiah when he says that Jesus Christ is the cornerstone, which we 
as living stones are built upon (Is 28:16). Jesus is the precious, costly and chosen 
cornerstone, but was rejected by men just like Isaiah and Psalm 118 foretold. The 
cornerstone was the very first stone set in the foundation of a building; it was costly 
and often the most foundational, expensive, and strongest stone. Jesus Christ is the 
foundation of our salvation, the church, and our lives as believers. He is to be 
valued above everything else. 

• If Jesus Christ is the cornerstone and the capstone, we should receive our strength 
from Him and our lives should be centered on Him. The love of Christ controls us (2 
Cor 5:14-15), not our own desires or wants. (Ps 118:22). He holds everything 
together (Col 1:17), the beginning and end (Rev 1:8), the start and keeper of our 
salvation (John 10:28), the One who gifts His people salvation by the cross and who 
will judge (2 Cor 5:10). The Alpha and Omega. Knowing about Jesus intellectually 
and knowing Jesus in a saving relationship are two different beliefs. Even the 
demons believed and shuddered (James 2:19) 

 
A. Considering the value of the precious cornerstone, what are some joys that you find 

in the gift of Jesus Christ? ___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

B. What are you building your life on (vocation, family, relationships)? How does the 
love of Christ control you in those areas? ______________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

C. What is the difference between intellectual knowledge (head) and saving 
knowledge (heart) of Jesus Christ as Savior? Is He precious to you? _______________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The Response: Belief or rejection (v7) 

• Peter states that the response to the knowledge of Jesus Christ is either belief or 
rejection. Some people believe there is a middle ground, but there is no spiritual 
middle ground between believing or rejecting Jesus Christ.  

• Some people want Jesus Christ as their Savior but refuse to submit to Him as their 
Lord. “Christ cannot be a part of your life, He must be the point of it!” Jesus is the 
source of all of our eternal hope for salvation. Jesus was rejected then (Is 53:3) and 



 
 

the world continues to reject Him today (John 1:11, 15:18-19). If we profess Christ, 
but continue to walk in unrepentant sin, we are rejecting Christ. 

 
D. How does belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior establish a relationship with 

Him? How do you maintain that relationship with Jesus? ________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

E. What would it look like for someone to make Jesus Christ the point of their life? ___ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

F. What would it look like if someone professed Christ with their lips, but failed to 
obey what He taught? ______________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. The Result: Stumble or Stand (v 8) 

• The result of our response to Jesus Christ has eternal consequences. Jesus will 
either be a sanctuary to those who believe, or He will be a stumbling stone to those 
who reject Him. Your life is short (Is 40:8, 1 Pet 1:24-25; Jam 1:10-11), and in the 
end you will either stumble or stand. For those that are born again by the grace of 
God and believe in Jesus Christ, they will have life, and have it abundantly (John 
10:10).  

• Those who reject Christ as Lord and Savior, like the Pharisees, will suffer the 
consequences of eternal punishment. If you don’t have your hope in Jesus or you 
are apathetic toward Him, it will be like standing below a crushing stone (Matt 
21:44). Jesus Christ is the only way to eternal life, and He will be glorified in His 
salvation of those who believe, and the judgement of those who reject Him. 

 
G. How is Jesus Christ glorified by being a sanctuary through salvation and a stumbling 

stone through His judgement on those who reject Him? _________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

H. Evaluate your response and relationship with Jesus Christ in your spiritual 
disciplines. How would Jesus describe His relationship with you? _________________  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

I. How can you pursue the sanctuary of Christ in your spiritual disciplines (prayer, 
reading, meditation, etc.)? ___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 


