Justification By Faith Alone
Main passage: Romans 3:21-26

God reveals His righteousness through the death of Jesus Christ

and the justification of His people.

1) Depraved: Man’s Need to Be Justified (v. 23)
[Rom. 1, 2; Rom. 10:3; Rom. 3:10-18; Matt. 19:16; James 2:10]

e All people are made in the image of God, but after the fall, that image was
marred by sin. Deprivation describes humanity’s state before God; Man’s nature
is to desire to sin from the moment we are born.

A. Sin is cosmic treason against the One, True, Holy God. Do you have a casual
attitude toward your sin? How can you ensure that you have the proper view of
your sin compared to the standard of God's holiness?

2) Justified: Through Faith in Christ (vv. 22, 24a, 26b)
[2 Cor. 5:21; Lev. 16; Rom. 3:28; Phil. 1:29; John 8:24; Rom. 10:9-11; James 2:26; 1
Cor. 6:20; Exod. 15:13; Ps. 77:15; 78:35; Is. 41:14; 43:1]
o Justification is at the heart of our salvation. It's a legal declaration that the sinner
is forgiven, and that sinner is then declared righteous, once and for all, because
of the merit of Christ alone.

“Justification is a judicial act of God, in which He declares, on the basis of the
righteousness of Jesus Christ, that all the claims of the law are satisfied with
respect to the sinner.” (L. Berkhof, Systematic Theology)

3 categories of imputation- Adam’s sin imputed to all mankind, Christ’s
righteousness imputed to all who repent and believe; A believer's sin imputed
to Christ (legally)




B. We must understand the doctrinal distinctives between justification and
sanctification in the life of the believer. Are you able to articulate the difference
between these two categories?

C. Martin Luther once said, “We need the gospel every day because we forget it
every day.” What are some ways you can remind yourself and other believers of
the gospel daily?

D. Good works are a by-product and evidence of genuine, saving faith. In what
ways have you seen evidence of your saving faith since becoming a Christian?
Take some time to boast in the Lord as you reflect upon this.

3) God’s Righteousness: Displayed Through Justification (vv. 21, 22a, 25b, 26a)
e In the cross, God reveals His holiness and love to us.
E. How will you bring the message of justification by faith alone into your
discipleship efforts?

F. What does justification by faith alone reveal about God'’s character?




