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LIFEGROUP RESOURCES: Pulpit Curriculum (08.30.2026)

The Priority of the Church: Serving
Main passage: 2 Thessalonians 1:11,12

Big Idea: Serving our Lord diligently, by the Spirit's power, calls us into a deeper
engagement with the grace and glory of God.

1) Walking Worthy??!

e Paul prayed over the church in vs 11 “that God may make you worthy of his
calling”. This can still be difficult to understand knowing that we are also all
sinners and are altogether unworthy on our own accord (Rom 3:12, Gen 6:5)
and that we are nothing without God (John 15:5).

e However, the Word tells us that we are worthy of His Kingdom (2 Thess 1:5)
and that we are worthy of His calling (Eph 4:1). We are called to salvation and
sanctification and if you are saved, then through the Holy Spirit you will have a
desire to honor the Lord and walk in a way that is worthy of His calling (Col
1:10).

A. Why can it be difficult to walk in a way that is worthy of the Lord? What
scriptures acknowledge these difficulties and how God has overcome this for
us’?

B. Are there ways in which you still struggle to feel worthy of God's calling? What
heart posture may be impacting this, and what scripture may be helpful to
meditate on?

2) Resolved to Do good

e Paul also prayed that the church "may fulfill every resolve for good” (2 Thess
1:11). Resolve involves a determination, or a commitment that we make. It is
not just sometimes or contingent upon, but always. If we are not resolved to do
good, then our intentions or emotions may cause us to waver. We are always
determined, and never veer from, our commitment for good.

o Alife of good work is by the grace of God and is a testament to our intimacy
with the Lord (2 Thess 2:6,17). As we submit to the Lord, the Holy Spirit will
work within and through us, resolving to do good.

C. Is your heart established to do good (walk in righteousness) always? Where is
your resolve weak?

D. How is church membership valuable in maintaining this resolve? How have you
shown your commitment to the church?
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3) Resolved to Work

Paul shared that we should be resolved to every work of faith, with joy.

Faith Works: Works do not save, but faith does work. A saved person will
pursue good works. God is working in us that we would be resolved to do His
will. (Eph 2:10, Romans 1:5, 1 Thes 1:3, James 2:17, James 2:18)

Spirit's Power: We are serving by grace, through the Spirit that fills us (Col
1:29).

He served us first: We serve because He first served us. Jesus served and gave
his life so that we could be free to serve (Mark 10:45, John 13:14-17, Eph 5:25).

. Revelation 22:3 states that we serve Christ in heaven. If our desire as saved

believers is to one day reunite with Him in the Kingdom of heaven and serve
Him, then how does not having a servant’s heart on earth impact this?

Where are you currently serving in the church? What are ways in which you can
increase your resolve to work?

4) Lives Leading to Glory

Paul shares that God has called us into the Gospel so that we may obtain the
glory of God. We need to desire a fuller and deeper participation in the Glory
of God (Ex 33:18, 2 Cor 3:18). When we resolve to do good, we are enhancing
and engaging in His glory.

There are two ways this is done. First, the name of Christ is glorified by us as
His attributes are shown through us, His church. Second, Christ shares His glory
with us, and we are glorified in Him (Col 3:4, Eph 2:6).

. How can showing God's attributes through us as a corporate church lead to

glory, and what are some examples of how we have seen that played out in our
own church?

5) Filled with His Grace

Paul also explains that by doing good, God will open His floodgates of grace.
This is accomplished through God, then Jesus Christ, and then through us as a
Church.

All those who believe and are saved have equal saving grace from the Lord,
however, the amount of serving grace may be different for each of us (1 Pet
4:10,11).

. In what ways may we impoverish ourselves to the grace available through the

Spirit's presence in serving and ministry?

How would you describe the level of serving grace in your life? In what ways do
you believe that the commitment to the local church can maximize God's grace
through you?




