t' The Grove

BIBLE CHAPEL

The Preeminence of Christ in the Church

Main passage: Ephesians 1:15-23

All That Christ Offers Us Through the Church:

1) God’s Grace Through the Church (vv. 15,16)
e God’'s work in the local church is His grace, love, goodness, peace, and hope
multiplied, and gives us a reason to celebrate and thank the Lord.
A. In what ways are you particularly grateful for the love, service, generosity, and
faithfulness of the people of The Grove?

B. What graces do you hope to cultivate and contribute to the local church?

2) God's Enlightenment For the Church (vv.17, 18a)

o Like the Apostle Paul, may we pray for wisdom to understand God’s truth, and
the knowledge of seeing His ways shine in our lives, that God would open the
eyes of our hearts to see the glory and purpose of Christ, and what He is doing
in and through the local church.

C. Define Biblical enlightenment vs. the mystical Eastern religious version through
the practice of emptying your mind. How does the Holy Spirit bring
enlightenment to us? List 3 scriptures to support your answer.

D. What distraction in your life is causing your (spiritual) vision to become clouded

to Christ’s glory and purposes in the local church?

3) God'’s Blessings in the Church (vv. 18b-19)
[Eph. 1:13, 14; 2:6, 7]
e So many blessings from God come to us corporately as the church; We have to
fight the temptation to live out our faith individually and look for ways we can

engage corporately under the banner of Christ’s salvation, glory, and purposes.
a. Hope: The Hope of His calling
b. Inheritance: The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance in the Saints
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c. Power: The Surpassing Greatness of His Power Toward Us Who Believe
E. Our English language and American culture are very individualistic, which can
often influence our faith and Christian walk if we are not on our guard. What

area(s) of your Christian walk are you tempted to live out isolated from the
Body?

F. How have you experienced these blessings of God as you have engaged and
committed corporately in the local church?

4) God'’s Power for the Church (vv. 19-21)

e Christ's immeasurable greatness found in the power of the resurrection, power
of Christ’s ascension, and the power of His dominion strengthens believers and
transforms their lives to look more like Christ so that the world may know Him.
God’s power is optimized in our unity as the church.

G. Individually, we are weak. We are called to share and help carry each other’s
burdens. What area of your life do you need to receive God's helping, healing
power through His church?

5) Christ's Preeminence in the Church (vv.22, 23)
e Christ’s position is far above all realms of power, angelic hosts, and dominion.
He has supreme authority as our Head (the source and leader), and we submit to
Him as we are joined together in His Body.
H. What role does the local church have in your heart and life?

I. In what ways may you need to reprioritize your life to be able to offer intentional
(and zealous) commitment to the Lord and the local church?




