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LIFEGROUP RESOURCES: Pulpit Curriculum (08.23.2025)

The Pleasure of the Church: Generous Giving
Main passage: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

1) The Generosity of God

e We can be very sensitive when it comes to money, but the scriptures speak often
about money. Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to faithfully fulfill the pledge they
had made in their generosity. It is against the backdrop of suffering that Paul
teaches and inspires the church concerning the pleasure, joy, and grace of
generosity.

e We receive God's grace from His generosity to the world. God the Father gave His
only begotten son, so that whoever believed on Him would receive everlasting life
in salvation. We cannot compare or conceive the value of the free gift of God in
Jesus Christ (Rom 3:24, Rom 5). For those that would receive Christ (Acts 4:7ff), the
gift of salvation, we are lavished with opportunities, His word, the Church — the
foundation for our generosity is in the generosity of God.

A. What characteristics of God feature His generosity? What scriptures can you share
and meditate on?

B. Consider Philippians 4:19. What are some expressions of God's generosity in your
life?

2) Changed by Generosity

e God's generous grace reaches down to save us and to change us. Biblical
generosity in the heart of a believer is seeing the privilege of participation in giving
our lives and resources to God and His church (Mt 6:20-21). With that said, God
does not need our money (Ps 50:10). Giving is an act of grace that we extend to
others, out of the abundance of grace God has given us (2 Cor 8:6-7). God loves a
cheerful giver. When you give to the church, you are not giving to a what, but a who
(God) (Ps 50:14; 56:12; 96:8; 107:22; 116:17).

C. What comes to your mind when you think about money, finances, and giving
financially? What part of your life needs to be changed by generosity?

D. Read the following Psalms (Ps 50:14; 56:12; 96:8; 107:22; 116:17). What does it look
like for us to bring an offering to the Lord?

3) Sowing and Reaping (v.6, 10)
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e Sowing is the act of scattering seed and reaping is harvesting the produce of seed
sown. There is reciprocity to our giving and blessing from God (Prov 3:9-10; prov
11:24, 25; Luke 6:38), but sometimes these principles are abused by wicked men.

E. Is your giving (sowing) sporadic or deliberate with bringing your first fruits to the
Lord? What does your giving say about your obedience?

F. What are some sin patterns that can create difficulty when stewarding or thinking
about money?

4) Living a Generous Life
¢ Sowing and reaping leads to living a generous life; it's a joy and privilege to live a
generous life. It is a joy to the true believer to offer themselves up to God. If we
have given ourselves as a living sacrifice, then we give ourselves to God AND to His
people (Rom 12:1ff). Giving is based on grace and not the law. Its not about how
much money we have or give, but where it lives in our system.
o Offer up yourself to God
o Interrogate your giving
o Anticipate that Day
G. Do you know that you have truly given yourself to God? How is generosity a joy for
you?
H. Interrogate your giving. How does your giving reflect a joyous heart or elements of
the love of money?
5) The Joy of Generosity
e ltis better to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). Giving is by and because of grace
and joy. The joy and privilege of generosity is an opportunity to glorify God. As we
sow what has been given to us by God, it is a joy to participate in further giving.
The pleasure of the church is biblical generosity to reap a harvest of immeasurable
magnitude.
l.  How does your giving glorify God? What are some steps you can take to more
faithfully steward your money?

J. What is the connection between biblical generosity and reaping an immeasurable
harvest?

K. What will your giving look like on that Day when you are standing in the presence of
the Lord?




