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The Man Between Heaven and Earth September 20, 2026
Main Passage: John 3:9-15

1. Nicodemus and His Honest Questions

e Nicodemus, the teacher of Israel, was lost. However, he pursued clarity in humility
from Jesus because he was unsure how salvation worked. He was curious, but not
quite convinced. In John 7:45ff, Nicodemus would later speak up to advocate for a
lawful hearing for Jesus when the ruling council pushed it aside to get what they
wanted (to kill Jesus). In Jesus Christ’s death, Nicodemus put everything on the line
to honor Christ by preparing Jesus’ body for burial, usually a role reserved for
women and slaves.

A) Are you secure in whether you have been saved from above? What are some
doubts or struggles that might challenge that assurance?

B) If you have a new life source from above, what is the ground of your confidence that
you have truly received the new birth?

2. Jesus Christ and His Heavenly Authority

e Jesus was using an earthly metaphor (to be born again) to explain a heaven reality.
As we grow in biblical understanding and the deeper layers of His truth, the more
we will submit to the truths of God and are comforted by them. Jesus was revealing
His authority and giving Nicodemus an opportunity to learn heavenly things.
Nicodemus was sitting in front of the “Son of Man” prophesied about in Daniel 7;
he was face to face with the Messiah — the authorized and exalted King.

C) What does it look like to build a relationship with Jesus Christ? How can we plumb
the depths beyond surface truths of God's word?

D) How does your life reflect someone who has known the authority of Jesus Christ?

3. God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility
e God is Sovereign in Salvation. God is sovereign, yet we still bear responsibility to
repent and believe. The nature of true saving belief and God's sovereignty is plainly
stated in the Scriptures (John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; 6:47; 20:31). John wrote his gospel
so that we may have eternal life in the name of Jesus (John 20:31).



Man’'s Responsibility: BELIEVE
o Listen diligently to His testimony
o Look desperately on His cross
E) What is the relationship between the gospel and true saving belief? Why do we
need to understand Jesus' testimony and our desperation?

4. Will You Listen to Jesus Christ?

e Jesus is speaking plainly to Nicodemus, saying that He is the only bridge to heaven
and salvation. Jesus is willing to bring us from earth to heaven. Jesus is not honored
when He is assumed. If we want to grow in understanding, we need to listen well
and know His purposes.

e Ways to Listen Well to Jesus Christ

Abide in Christ (John 15:1-11)

Consume God's Word as your daily bread (Deut. 8:3)
Meditate / Memorize (Psalm 119:11)

Cling to God’s Word in desperate times (John 6:68)
Love God’'s Word in good times (Psalm 119:127)

Put Christ in the middle of everything (Col 1:18)
Apply God's Word (John 13:16)

Listen to great preaching

9. Read Christian biographies
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10. Talk about Jesus Christ in most of your conversations
F) In what ways are you unwilling to accept His way? Where do you need to repent of
self-righteousness and pride?

G) In what ways can you incline your ear to Jesus? List 2-3 of the ways listed above that
you can GAIN (Get After it Now) this week?

H) What areas of your life are most difficult right now? In those places, how are you
listening to Jesus?

5. The One Who is Lifted Up
e Jesus being lifted up is a reference to looking to the serpent in Numbers 21. He will
ascend in honor AND He was lifted up in unspeakable horror on the cross.
) Take a moment to read Numbers 21, about the serpent in the wilderness. Share
some of your observations.




