
 
 

Pulpit Curriculum RESOURCES: 09.27.2026 
 
Built on the Rock: Finding Stability in a Shifting World 
Main passage: Matthew 7:24-27 
 
Big Idea: “Stability belongs to those who obey Jesus and build their lives on Him, 
The Rock.” 

 
The world is filled with instability: war, the economy, technology, and personal 
struggles like career, identity, relationships, and health. The only hope in a world of 
instability is to first have stability in salvation and be built upon the Rock, Jesus Christ. 
When we have this, we cannot be shaken (Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Peter 3:8-13; Romans 
5:1-5). 
Matthew presents Jesus as King and the fulfillment of prophecy. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus sets a standard so high that it shatters the legalism and drives us to see 
our need for Him (Matthew 5:48). That is why the first beatitude is “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit” (Matthew 5:3). Jesus closes with two builders. Both build a house, and 
both houses can look the same, but only one obeys and builds their house on a firm 
foundation. When the storm comes, their foundations are revealed. 
 
1) The Wise Builder: Stability on the Rock (vv. 24-25) 

• Everyone hears, but not all are wise. We are called to hear and obey, not just 
hear and appreciate. (James 1:22) 

• God is our Rock. (Psalm 18:2; Psalm 62:2) 
• Jesus is the Rock and the foundation. The rock in the wilderness was struck and 

gave life-giving water during the Exodus. Jesus, our Rock of Salvation, was 
struck at Golgotha and pours out eternal life. (Exodus 17:6; 1 Corinthians 10:4; 1 
Corinthians 3:10-11) 

• He is not your Rock if you do not obey Him. True obedience springs from 
knowing Jesus, not from religious activity or profession. (John 14:15; Matthew 
7:22-23; 1 John 2:4) 

• The storms still come. We will face many trials and tribulations as believers in 
Jesus Christ. (Acts 14:22; Philippians 1:29) 

• Hardships strengthen the believer, producing steadfastness for our benefit and 
His glory. (James 1:2-4; Jeremiah 17:7-8; Psalm 23) 



 
 

• The wise builder who obeys no matter what the circumstances are, will stand 
firm and be a testimony to others and their life will be used to glorify God. 

A. In Matthew 7:24-27, what do the two builders have in common? What is the one 
difference between them? ________________________________________________ 

B. Do you just hear and appreciate God’s Word, or do you hear and obey? _______ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

C. What are some fruits that you have seen in your own life from truly hearing and 
obeying God’s word? ____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

D. How has your dependence upon Christ stabilized you through trials? Share one 
storm you are facing and one truth that anchors you._________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2) The Foolish Builder: Instability on the Sand (vv. 26-27) 
• The foolish builder hears God’s Word but does not do it. (Matthew 13:21-22; 

Luke 6:46). Foolish (mōros): dull, senseless; the English word “moron” was 
coined from it. 

• Jesus is teaching and explaining what it means to live as a citizen of God’s 
Kingdom in his Sermon on the Mount. Matthew shared Jesus’ teaching 
obedience on topics such as anger (5:22), lust (5:28), divorce (5:32), our words 
(5:37), retaliation (5:39), loving enemies (5:44), not seeking recognition (6:1, 
6:17), forgiving others (6:15), money (6:24), anxiety (6:25), seeking first the 
kingdom (6:33), judging (7:2), the golden rule (7:12), false teachers (7:15), and 
submitting to Jesus’ authority (7:29). All of which we, as believers, follow 
obediently if we are not foolish.  

• “Great was the fall of it.” The fall from obedience is the judgment of God, total 
damnation. His standard is perfection, but He has made a way through His Son, 
Jesus Christ, the Rock. (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; John 3:36) 

E. Read John 3:36. Why is obedience the evidence of true faith?_________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

F. Where is the area in your life where you are hearing the Lord, but you are not 
obeying? _______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

G. In these area(s) where you are struggling to obey, what is at least one step of 
obedience you can take this week? ________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 


